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Gov -Elect Deal Visit Gamesvﬂle

ahead of Monday’s inauguration

BY MEGAN REED
mreed@gamesvl[letimes com

Gov.-Elect Brian Kemp visited
the Gainesville Civic Center on Fri-
day, three days before his inaugu-
ration, and thanked his supporters
as well as outgoing Gov. Nathan
Deal and first lady Sandra Deal,

Kemp was joined by his family
and state legislators on the eighth
of nine celebration events state-
wide. His last stop is Saturday in

‘Dalton.

Kemp will be 1naugurated on
Monday in Atlanta.

The tour was a way for him
and his administration to connect
with Georgians, both supporters
and people who may have voted
for another candidate, Kemp told
media.

“It's been an opportunity for us

to see a lot of hard-working Geor-

gians like this, tell them thank you,

tell them thank you for supporting

the tranmhan ..... It also a way folet
people know that we're not going to
-forget them. I'll be a governor who

is going to represent this whole
state,” Kempsaid. “My whole mes-

sage at most every stop has been .

even people who didn’t vote for me
as governor, I’'m going to be work-
ing hard for you.”

Savannah Emerich, the second'
vice chair of the Lumpkin GOP,
- attended Friday to show support_

for Kemp. She said she hopes hi

administration upholds conserva-

tive values, such as opposing gam

“ blingand abortmn
“I think Brian Kemp providesa -

conservatwe v1ew as far as where

KEMP

B Continued from 1A

faces when he looked out at the

crowd in Gainesville.

“Some of you were introduced
to me and Sandra during the 2010
governor’s race," he said, “Many
others of you from this area of the
state have been with us for a very,
very long time, going all the way
back to my days in the state Senate

in1980." °

Geargla nught goin the future and

I think he holds true to a lot of val-

ues our president has, and T think

that’s something to admlre i Emer-
ich said.
State Sen:

their eight years of service.

“You've planted trees under |
which you will never enjoy the
_ shade ... You have changed tens of

millions of Georgians' livesand the

trajectory of their lives, and we are
50 very, very gratef uI,” Miller said.

Deal said he saw some familiar

B Please see KEMP, 6A

Deal also praised Kemp's char-
acter in the face of a difficult cam-

paign cycle.

“He stood steadfast, he carried
through with the things he said he
was going to do in the campaign,
and I think we can be assured he’s
goingto do that when he is sworn in

to the office,” Deal said.

f-i2-19

Butch Miller,
R—Gamesvﬂ]e introduced the Deals' 1
- at the event, thanking them for -

; AAUSTIN STEELE | The Times
Governar-Elect Brian Kemp, left,
_ shakes hands with Kellin Dibbs
during. a Georgians First pre-
inaguration celebration Friday, Jan.
11, at the Gainesville CIVIC Center.
i



Governor—Elect Bnan Kemps speaks to a crowd durlng a Georgians Flrst pre-inaguration celebratxon on Fnday, Jan 11, at the

Gainesv'He Civic Center.

Can Kemp find

~ AUSTIN STEELE { The Times

Gow. plans to Work hard to win over those Who dldnt Vote fo,r h1m

BY RIISS BYKUM AND BEN NADLER
Assoc!ated Press

ATLAN’I'-A — Georgia’s new governor
campaigned as a seli-described “politi-
cally incorrect conservative” who sealed
support among fellow Republicans with
an endorsement from President Donald
Trump and eked out a close November
victory after lobbing a last-minute acecu-

sation that the state Democratic Party

tried to hack the election.

Now the question is whether Brian
- by demographic changes as the state

Kemp will be as partisan a governor as
he was a candidate after he's sworn into
office Monday.
He told reporters durmg a statewnde
victory lap last week he plans to work

hard to win support frum Georglans Who

didn’t vote for him in November. And
he’s already thinking ahead tn runnmg
again in 2022.

Republicans still contrnl all statewqde
offices in Georgia and both chambers of

the legislature, giving Kemp little short- -

term need to reach across the aisle. But .

the 2018 midterms saw Georgia Demo-
crats make their first notable advances
in years, including a gain of a dozen seats

_in the state House.

Continued momentum, spurred

becomes less rural and less white, could
threaten Georgia’s red-state status in
future elections. Kemp defeated Demao-

crat StaceyAbrams by | fefer than 55,000 ;

*

Ins:de
M L egislator bios and prlontles
district maps, how to follow the

- action, 4A : o TR
u Comprehehswe gwde fD
legisiative i lssues S5A

votes out of 3.9 mﬂhon cast in November.
A group backed by Abrams has filed a
federal lawsuit sayin i
‘many low-income : g
of their voting rights wlth Kemp, -

.ing as secretary of state, overseeing the

2018 election. Outgoing state Democratic
Party Chairman DuBose Porter ina
final address to party members called

M Please see KEMP,'M
Ll =85




KEMP
W Continued from 1A

Kempa “mbrall& cdimpt man who
knows he has to cheat towin.”

Outgoing GOP Gov. Nathan |

Deal focused his two terms, above
all else, on protecting Georgia's
reputation as a desirable state for
businesses to relocate and expand.
Deal worked with Democrats on

criminal justice reforms aimed at

keeping nonviolent offenders out
of prison. And he outraged social
conservatives by vetoing a so-called
“religious freedom” bill that some
feared would legalize discrimi-
nation against same-sex couples
and risk boycott threats by big
corporations,

Kemp has revealed few specif-
ics of his agenda for the legislative
session that begins in tandem with
his inauguration Monday. Touring
the state last week, he revisited
broad campaign promises to pro-
mote small business and economic

. growth in rural areas, and to crack
down on viclent gangs.

“Those are bipartisan issues,”
Kemp said. “They are going to

-

JOHN BAZEMORE | Associated Press

In this Nov.. 4, 2018, file p.1oto, Georgia Republican gubernatorial
candidate Brian Kemp, left, waiks with President Donald Trump as Trump

be my fncus of the (legisltztive)
sessjon.”

While competing in a crov. v ad
field for the Republican gubt:ria-
torial nomination last year, Kemp

staked out conservative positionzon -

sacial issues, pledging to sign tugh
abortion restrictions and expand
gunrights. -

He also vowed to sign a version
of the religious protection bill that

. arrives for arally in Macon, Gs. Kemp defeated Demacrat Stacey Abrams.

Deal re]ected Durmg the general
election campaign with Abrams,
Kemp said he would approve only
a narrowly drawn version that

mirrors an existing 1993 federal

law, insisting such a law “doesn'’t
discriminate.” -

- Asked at an Augusta stop last
week if his 2019 legislative agenda
includesa “religious freedom” bill,
Kemp replied: “I'm going to be talk-

said Benjamin Richardson, 36, an
information-technology speaal:st

mgaboutalutafthinglmgomgto
do legislatively when we get ready
totalk about them "

j Umversaty of Georgia political
science professor Charles Bulloc
said new governors often try f

avoid hot-button i issues as they-taice'

office,

* “Often a person wh ;gem eIected .
in a close contest, they spend an

inordinate amount of time in their

first term reaching out to people or
groups who didn’t support them im-- .

tially,” Bullock said.

That's not what some supporters
among Kemp’s Republican base
want to see.

“From what I've noticed, com-
prormse involves Republicans

caving on principle and idenlogy Lo

who backed Kemp and turned o

to see him in Augusta. “While they
have power, they, should seize it and -

useit.”
‘Democratic state Rep Scott Hol
comb of Atlanta said he can’t yet

tell whether Kemp will tack rightor
try to work acrossthe alsIe and seta

more moderate tone.

“I'm having trouble readmgthei : furth

things,” Holcomb said, “He’s said -
that he's interested in bipartisan
work to improve our state, but he's

- alsosaid that he's not going to forget

his base and is going to push very
conservative policies.” =
Kemp’s fellow Republican,
House Speaker David Ralston, said
during a Thursday news conference

. that he has little appetite for taking
_ Upissues that have the “potential to

divide us as a state.” Ralston said
he did not favor another attempt

~at passing “religious freedam"

legislation
The schism between Kemp and

~ many Demacrats remains deep fol-
lowing the bruising campaign. Two
_days before Election Day, Kemp
directly accused the Georgia Dem-
 ocratic Party of attempting to hack
the state’s online voter database.
~ Kemprefused to provide evidence
~of any hacking, but said party offi-

cials were being investigated “for
possible cybercrimes.” Democratic
Party leaders denied wrongdoing

‘ang accused Kemp of abusing his

office as Georgla s then-top elec-

: tlons official.

More thaxg tvm months later no

tea leaves because he’s said m{ 1 urt

Sen. Buich Miller speaks to a crowd durin
inaguration celebration for Governor-

AUSTIN STEELE | The' Times
g a Georglans First pre-
Elect Brian Kemp on Friday, Jan.

. 11, at the Gainesville Civic Center.
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1. Joint Care Center

2. NGMC Bariatrics & TLC Bariatrics

3. Urgent Care

- ‘ S Lonn 4. NGPG Internal Med Gainesville
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vy - £ : : g TR 6. Frances Meadows

' 7. Humane Saclety of North Ga

BAI.I.ROOM : : et 8. Home Instead Senior Care

9. Watkins Chiropractic
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10. Dwight-Edward Jones
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PORCH |

11. Northeast Georgia Diagnostic
12. Natural Juice Cafe
13. Celebrate Recovery
14. Limestone Personal Training
15. Farmers Insurance
16. Keep Hall beautiful -
17. Habitat for Humanity
1 8.The Spa on Green Street
19. Liberty Utilities
20. Pursonality
21. Boys and Girls Club of Lanier
; ! 22, The Insurance Source
; R = 23. Gainesville Hearing

@ . ' e ' | 25. Atianta Gastroenterology

: 26. Mouse Tales Travel
LOBBY ' 27. Damsel in Defense
Times Photo Booth
STAIRS & ELEVATOR | s
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GAINESVI].LE CIVIC CENTER 830 GREEN ST NE GAINESVILI.E GA 30501  Subject to Change. . -

LOTS OF FUN AND PRIZES! ga;@;g;s;ngf;mggm

For more information, contact Dana Erwin at
770- 535- 6380, or derwin@gainesvilletimes.com




Spring Chicken
‘estival moved
to new location

The Gainesville Spring Chicken Festival will be returning on April
27, this time in a new location. _ i 0
5 Tl}:e festival is moving from downtown Gainesville to Longwood
arK. o

“Moving the festival from the Downtown Square to Gainesville
‘Parks and Recreation’s Longwood Park allows the city to grow the
event and showcase Lake Lanier at the same time,” Regina Dyer,
manager of the Gainesville Convention and Visitors Bureau, said in
a statement, _ : e ©oni -

The free festival will last from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. A $6 Cluck Card
pays for 10 samples from the cook-off teams, who will be serving until
3pm. S el T -
Sponsorships for the festival, held annually by the city of Gaines-
ville, fund scholarships for students entering the poultry industry and
| for children of city employees. Applications will be accepted through
|  the North Georgia Community Foundation website through March 16.
' ; - Gomplled from city of Gainesville press release

- S Ul A

* SCOTT ROGERS | The Times
Scott Stowers prepares a batch of the Gainesville Fire Depariment's
“Controlled Burn Wings" during the annual Spring Chicken Festival. / 17-19




SPRING CHICKEN FESTIVAL
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Annual festival to take place at Longwood Park

BY KELSEY ﬂIGHABDSON
krichardson@gainesvilletimes.com

The Gainesville Spring Chicken Festival will no longer -

grace downtown with the aroma of cooked chicken, but
instead take up residence in Longwood Park.
Regina Dyer, the manager of the Gainesville Conven—

tion and Visitors Bureau, said her office decided to move

the location because of the development in downtown
including the Parkside on the Square condas.

“With the future development on the lot, we knew we d
have to find somewhere suitable to have that event,” Dyer
said. “We needed to have space to grow the event. We
looked at various options, but we felt like that was a good
one.”

Examining dltferent sites with Gainesville Parks and
Recreation, Dyer said Longwoud Park was chosen for its
close proxumty and connectivity to downtown.

For those concerned with parking spaces amund Long-
wood Park, Dyer said people shouldn’t worry. =

The City of Gainesville will provide shuttle services
from downtown, which is only 1.5 miles away. Dyer said
the park handled a crowd of 5,000 from last year’s but-

terfly release event, and feels confident in its ability to :

provide sufficient parking.

With the change in location, many downtown
businesses have expressed displeasure in the loss of cus-
tomers during the festival.

M Please see CHICKEN, 8A

CHICKEN
B Continued from 1A

“It's pretty disappointing for us as business
owners, and I think a lot of the other busi-
nesses feel the same way,” Aimee Hoecker,
co-owner of Downtown Drafts said. “We
really count a lot on festivals that the city
holds as part of our revenue each year.”

Caitlyn Robertson, the manager of Fash-

ion Ten in Gainesville, said she enjoyed the

business the festival would bring to the cloth-

ing store. She said the shop would even keep
its doors open pastclosing time to accommo-
date the influx of customers.

Dyer said the event will offer plenty of
information to help lead people from the
festival to downtown Gainesville.

Dyer said the new spot will offer alcohol
and opportunities for accommodating more
coolk-off teams, art vendors and kids activities.

“We are the poultry capital of the world,”
Dyer said. “As | always say, you've got to
embrace who you are and that’s a huge part
of Gainesville. The festival is just one way
to celebrate our poultry industry folks. It’s

a great community and family fun event. .

We're just excited about it continuing and
looking forward to the great things that are
going to come this year to the new location.”

Keith Smith, division fire chief of the
Gainesville Fire Department, said he islook-
ing forward to participating in the festival’s
cook-off for another year.

With five years and many Spring Chicken
awards under their belt, the staff at the
Gainesville Fire Department is ready to give
the competition another go.

f‘;ﬁe can hardly wait. We'll be there,” he
said,

velopment drives event relocation

DAVID BARNES | Times file photo

Attendees gather on Saturday, April 28, 2018, during the 14th
annual Spring Chicken Festival in Gainesville.

1=I5-19

The free festival will last from 11 a.m. fo
4 p.m. on April 27. A $6 Cluck Card pays for
10 samples from the cook-off teams, who will
be serving until 3 p.m.

Sponsorships for the festival, held annu-
ally by the city of Gainesville, fund schol-
arships for students entering the pouliry
industry and for children of city employees.
Applications will be accepted through the
North Georgia Community Foundation web-
site through Marech 15.

For updates on the event visit the Gaines-

ville Spring Chicken Festival Facebook

g a0 e



BY MEGAN REED

mreed@gainesvilletimes.com
Gainesville residents told parks
employees and planners Thursday
that they hoped to see more bik-
ing and walking trails — an idea
that planners said was popular
across demographics and also was
requested at similar meetings for

Hall County Parks and Leisure.
Gainesville Parks and Recreation
is working on a master plan that will
guide the department through 2030,
The plan includes an inventory of
current facilities at the city's 22
parks and will use public input to
provide recommendations for new
facilities or programs. Community
members can also take a survey to

provide feedback.

@ Provide input on
Galnesville parks
Take the survey: surveymonkey.
com/r/GPRASurvey

Mack Cain, a senior laad'séaﬁe
architect with Clark Patterson Lee,

said the master plan ensures new

tacilities the city builds would be
put to good use and are a reflection
of what the community wants.
“Oftentimes that's how it hap-
pens. The person who happens to

have the influence decides what

happens,” Cain said. “The progres-

sive counties and cities actually go

tothe trouble of doing these kinds of
plans to make sure that the money
is well spent and spent in the right
place. The last thing you wantto do
is build a bunch of tennis courts and

nobody plays tennis.”
Cain also worked with Hall
County on its recent parks master

plan, and the city also hired the .
- Foresite Group for the project.

One of the most popular requests
at the meeting was trails, and resi-
dents said they wanted to be able to
walk to parks rather than having to
drive to get there. Trails are appeal-
ing to both younger and older people
and have become the most widely
requested parks amenity, Cain said.

“We're hearing that people want
to be connected. They want to be
able to walk from place to place,”
he said.

People also said they had wanted

to see more sidewalks in the city,
and while installing those would not
be the responsibility of the parks

department, the city is working
on connectivity for the Highlands
to Islands Trail, a trail network
throughout the county that would
likely increase walkability.

Other suggestions included a com-
munity garden, better lighting at
lake access points, more parks on
the lake, more exercise classes and

~ more adult-friendly equipment like

swings or slides so parents and grand-
parents could play with their kids.

One community member also
suggested that if Gainesville relo-
cates Engine 209, the train receives
its own dedicated park.

The train now sits at the corner
of Jesse Jewell Parkway and West
Academy Street and is the center of
a city park, but the city would relo-
cate the historic engine if the 1.7-

s, gardens, lake access requested at parks meeting

acre city property is sold.

The Gainesville Redevelopment
Authority is offering the property
to the Northeast Georgia Health
System for $1.2 million, but Knight
Commercial Realty has the first
option on the land.

There will be a second meeting
after planners have a list of recom-
mendations to present to officials.

Cain said families should espe-
cially encourage children to take
the survey. Out of more than 2,000
people who took Hall County's parks
survey, which closed last week, only
five were children, Cain said.

“Who uses parks the most? ... I
guarantee you, a 12-year-old has
a totally different idea of what he
wants todo in a park than an old guy
likeme,” he sai_d. 519



Gainesville City Council will vote on
Olympic Venue lease, election fees

BY MEGAN REED
mreed@gainesvilletimes.com

The city of Gainesville may
lease a 1.32-acre property

attached to the Lake Lanier .

Olympic Venue from the state
of Georgia to provide addi-
tional parking for the venue.

The lease price for the prop-
erty in front of the boathouse
wouild be $10 per year, with an
initial one-year term and the
option for renewal.

The property is a remnant

piece from Don Carter State.

Park, City Manager Bryan
Lackey said. Don Carter State

Park is about five mll&-s away

from the venue,

“When you're at the park,
you would probably never
know this is a separate piece of
property,” Lackey said. -

The lease would require that
the property only be used for
additional parking.

Councilmembers will vote on
the lease Tuesday.

The park at 3105 Clarks

Bridge Road is leased by the
city and Hall County gov-
ernment, and the nonprofit
Gainesville-Hall 96 operates
the park. The venue was built
for the 1996 Olympics and in

Gainesville City

+ Council vote
When: 5:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan 22
Where: Public Safety
Complex, 701 Queen City
Parkway

Septeritber 2018 hosted the ICF
Dragon Boat World Champion-

ships, which drew about 1,000

athletes to Lake Lanier.

Also on the agenda Tuesday
is a vote on qualifying fees for
the November elections for
City Council and the Gaines-
ville Board of Education. Posi-
tions for both City Council and

the schonl board in wards 2, 3

: and5wﬂ1beonthebal]otNov

5, Those positions are held
by Zack Thompson, Barbara
Brooks and Ruth Bruner on
City Council and John Filson,
Willie Mitchell and Sammy
Smith on the school board.

The qualifying fee will be
$819 for City Council seats and
$278.10 for the school board.

The Georgia Election Code
requires qualifying fees be
calculated in January of each
election year and published by
Feb. 1. Fees are calculated as
3 percent of the previous year's
salary for the position.

[-19-19
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| MEALTHY LIFESTYLE CHALLENGE LOG - WEEK ONE

 Name; e TN Ly _Age:_
| Email Address:_ |
Phone Number

| Signature:

Walking/Hiking
l Weightlifting
Cardio
i ouracor menviy
‘ | Sports :
Yoga
| Other
Water Consumption
e Vegetable Consumption
i Increased Fruit Consumptic_r.n_
Avoided or Decreased Sugar Consumption
| Avoided or Decreased Caffeine
f Consumption ;
} Family meal together
| (WELLNESS/STRESS REDUS BRI
Avoided or Decreased Tobacco Usage
Avoided or Decreased Alcohol Usage
Replace 30 minutes of electronic
! activity (phone, television, computer)
with electronics free activity
[ Reading for pleasure
| Relaxation/Meditation
Volunteering

e

Spiritual

Get a physical
| Getamammogram
Get an eye exam

Get a dental check up
Get a colonoscopy

: Make appointment with accountant i

| Make appointment with financial planner |
Make appointment with insurance expert [
Make appointment with banking expert
Give Back :






