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OFFICIALS PRESENT: Dunagan, Hamrick, Figueras, Bruner, Wangemann, Couvillon 
STAFF PRESENT: Padgett, Sheppard, Palmour, Jordan 
 
  
Mayor Dunagan called the meeting to order and served as the presiding officer. 
 
 
PRESENTATION: 
 
Urban Community Garden  
Stan Brown announced the Hall County Green Alliance is working on a project to promote 
community gardens.  
 
Frank Armstrong stated there is a movement underway in regards to community gardens. The 
proposed garden, i.e., Jubilee Farm, would be located in the industrial area of Gainesville. It will 
be a non-profit effort with a mission to (1) add greenery in this area, (2) provide fresh produce to 
those in need and (3) provide educational services. Supporters include but are not limited to the 
Good News at Noon Shelter, the Junior Service League, the Georgia Mountain Food Bank and 
the Good News Clinic. The proposed location was the corner of Grove and Davis Streets. A 
preliminary drawing approved by the Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) was 
presented. Mr. Armstrong asked that the location be reserved for the Jubilee Farm Project and 
that the property not be part of the GDOT project. They realize the area is part of a brownfield 
that may have environmental concerns. They do not intend to disturb the soil. They asked that 
all environmental concerns be resolved. 
 
City Manager Kip Padgett stated staff needs to discuss the project with the Environmental 
Attorney before any discussion with GDOT. Mrs. Bruner expressed a desire for environmental 
concerns to be addressed before the project begins. 
 
Council Member Couvillon thanked Mr. Armstrong for the concept and felt this project was also 
an effort to address obesity. 
 
 
PUBLIC SAFETY ISSUES: 
 
Project Resolution:  Byrne Justice Assistance Grant Application 2014  
Police Chief Brian Kelly stated the proposed resolution was an effort to receive a $10,854 grant 
to purchase equipment and technology related to law enforcement functions. No cash match 
was required. 
 
 Placed on May 20, 2014 Council Meeting Consent Agenda 
 
 
PUBLIC UTILITIES ISSUES: 
 
Project Resolution:  FY2013 Water Main Improvements Award of Contract  
Civil Engineer Marcial Mosqueda stated bids were received in April. The lowest acceptable bid 
was received from Strickland & Sons Pipeline, Inc. The proposed resolution awarded the 
contract to Strickland & Sons Pipeline, Inc. with a total project cost of $1,467,604.75.  
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Upon inquiry from Mayor Dunagan, it was noted that this project will address approximately 30 
roads. 
 
 Placed on May 20, 2014 Council Meeting Consent Agenda 
 
 
PUBLIC WORKS ISSUES: 
 
Discussion:  Cemetery Fees  
Cemetery Manager Tommy Hunt used a PowerPoint presentation to show improvements at Alta 
Vista Cemetery. The following information was noted: 
 

 There had been 200+ plantings.  

 Comparison photographs were displayed. 

 The City provided labor and everything else was donated. 

 Future challenges include sinking foot stones, damaged sidewalks and inconsistencies 
with grave digging services. 

 
Mr. Hunt proposed the following rates indicating they are comparable with the surrounding 
areas: 
 

Conventional In-Ground Grave Plots 

 Current Rate Proposed Rate 

Old Section (City Resident) $    700 $ 1,000 

Old Section (Non-City Resident) $    800 $ 1,200 

New Section (City Resident) $ 1,000 $ 1,200 

New Section (Non-City Resident) $ 1,100 $ 1,100 

   

Mausoleums 

 Current Price Range Proposed Price Range 

Niche Space $    600 to  $ 1,350 $    700 to $   1,450 

Crypt Space $ 3,400 to $10,440 $ 3,910 to $ 12,006 

   

Additional Fees 

 Current Fee Proposed Fee 

In-Ground Opening and Closing N/A $ 800 to $ 1,000 

In-Ground Cremation Interment N/A $ 125 

Niche Interment N/A $ 100 to $ 150 

Crypt Interment N/A $ 200 to $ 300 

Lot Ownership Transfer N/A $ 75 

Monument Installation N/A $ 75 

Setting Flat Markers N/A $ 100 

 
 
City Manager Kip Padgett stated an ordinance will need to be drafted if there was a desire to 
move forward. 
 

 Staff was authorized to proceed with drafting an ordinance. 
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT ISSUES: 
 
Business Resolution:  Authorization to Enter into Agreement(s) with Hall County for City 
Staff to Administer Hall County’s 2011 & 2012 CHIP Grants  
Housing Program Manager Chris Davis stated the proposed resolution authorized staff to work 
with Hall County to administer the 2011 and 2012 CHIP Programs. He discussed how the City 
will benefit from this partnership and commented on the amount of staff time that would be 
required. 
 
Hall County Grants Administrator Jessica Robinson shared thoughts about the partnership 
indicating there was an opportunity to secure more funding to support the community. 
 
Council Member Couvillon expressed a desire to have discussion with the County 
Commissioners about the City’s expectations before moving forward. 
 
 Placed on May 20, 2014 Council Meeting Agenda 
 
 
CITY MANAGER’S ISSUES: 
 
Report: Intersection Improvement Projects 
Public Works Director David Dockery discussed a proposal designed to represent the beginning 
of the Transportation Plan. He specifically discussed three areas that could receive 
improvements to alleviate congestion on Jesse Jewell Parkway. He commented on a 
conversation with the Authority requesting a 50% match instead of the 20% match as 
referenced in the grant proposal. A formal resolution will be presented when the details have 
been resolved with the Authority. 
 
Chattahoochee Golf Course 
City Manager Kip Padgett stated there was a desire to make some changes regarding the 
operation of The Grill. A Request for Proposals would be prepared to address this. 
 
Special Purpose Local Option Sales Tax (SPLOST) 
City Manager Padgett reminded the elected officials of the SPLOST meeting scheduled for 
Monday, May 19 at 4:00 PM at the Hall County Government Center. 
 
 
COUNCIL ISSUES: 
 
Council Member Bruner 
Reminded everyone of the Butterfly Release scheduled for Sunday at Wilshire Trails. 
 
Council Member Figueras 
1. Congratulated Council Member Bruner for winning second place during the Adult Literacy 

Spelling Bee. 
2. Commented on her trip to San Diego to attend the National League of Cities Conference 

with the Georgia Municipal Association. 
3. Provided a Main Street Advisory Board Report. 
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Council Member Wangemann 
Participated in a Georgia Municipal Association Focus Group to discuss improving the 
education program. There was discussion about online courses. 
 
Council Member Couvillon 
1. Provided a Parks and Recreation Report. 
2. Provided a Airport Advisory Committee Report. 
 
Board/Committee Appointments 
Mayor Dunagan commented on potential candidates for Convention and Visitor’s Bureau Board. 
 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
 
City Manager Padgett requested an Executive Session to discuss real estate matters. 
 
City Attorney Palmour requested an Executive Session to discuss litigation. 
 

Motion to close the Work Session to enter an Executive Session to discuss real estate 
and litigation matters at 10:31 AM. 

 
  Motion made by Council Member Bruner 
  Motion seconded by Council Member Figueras 

Votes favoring the motion: Dunagan, Hamrick, Figueras, Bruner, Wangemann, 
Couvillon 

 
 
OFFICIALS PRESENT: Dunagan, Hamrick, Figueras, Bruner, Wangemann, Couvillon 
STAFF PRESENT: Padgett, Sheppard, Palmour, Jordan 
OTHER ATTENDEES: Jessica Tullar, David Dockery, Chris Rotalsky 
 
 

Motion to close the Executive Session to continue the Work Session at 11:22 AM. 
 
  Motion made by Council Member Hamrick 
  Motion seconded by Council Member Bruner 

Votes favoring the motion: Dunagan, Hamrick, Figueras, Bruner, Wangemann, 
Couvillon 

 
 
OTHER BUSINESS: 
 
Insurance Request for Proposals 
City Manager Kip Padgett provided an update regarding the committee’s review of the 
responses.  
 
 
ADJOURNMENT:     11:55 AM 
 
/dj 
 


