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COUNCIL PRESENT:  Hamrick, Figueras, Bruner, Wangemann, Segars 
STAFF PRESENT:  Padgett, Palmour, Felts, Ligon, Jordan, Grayson 
STAFF ABSENT:  Sheppard 
 
 
The Mayor position was vacated upon the resignation of the Ward 1 Council Member in August. 
Per the Charter, the Mayor Pro Tem has the rights and privileges of the Mayor in his absence. 
Mayor Pro Tem Hamrick called the meeting to order. 
 
Reverend Terry Walton, Gainesville First United Methodist Church, delivered the invocation 
after which the Pledge of Allegiance was recited in unison.  
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
 
Reverend Evelyn Johnson, Bethel AME Church, Mill Street, congratulated the Council for the 
work that has been done. She was appreciative of being a part of 2013 and looked forward to a 
great celebratory effort in 2014. 
 
 
PRESENTATION 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Hamrick presented a plaque to Council Member Segars for his service. The 
Council, City Manager and City Attorney extended words of appreciation to Council Member 
Segars.  
 
 
GENERAL LEGISLATION: 
 
Second Reading: Ordinance No. 2013-26  
Amend Chapter 10-1 Entitled Municipal Court Fees 
 

Motion to hold second reading on Ordinance 2013-26, AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND 
CHAPTER 10-1 OF TITLE 10 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF 
GAINESVILLE; TO ESTABLISH SECTION 10-1-9 OF ARTICLE 1 OF CHAPTER 10-1 
ENTITLED MUNICIPAL COURT FEES;  TO PROVIDE FEES FOR MUNICIPAL COURT 
RECORDS; TO ESTABLISH SECTION 10-1-10 OF ARTICLE 1 OF CHAPTER 10-1 
ENTITLED CERTIFICATION OF RECORDS; TO PROVIDE FEES FOR THE 
CERTIFICATION OF RECORDS; TO REPEAL SECTION 10-1-68 OF ARTICLE 4 OF 
CHAPTER 10-1 ENTITLED GEORGIA MOUNTAINS CENTER MARQUEE RENTAL; TO 
REPEAL CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; TO PROVIDE FOR SEVERABILITY; TO 
PROVIDE FOR CODIFICATION; TO PROVIDE FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND FOR 
OTHER PURPOSES. 

 
City Manager Kip Padgett stated this ordinance would coincide with the recently adopted Open 
Records Policy. 
 
 Motion made by Council Member Figueras 
 Motion seconded by Council Member Bruner 
 Votes favoring the motion: Hamrick, Figueras, Bruner, Wangemann, Segars 
 
 



City of Gainesville Called Council Meeting Minutes Gainesville Justice Center 
Friday, December 27, 2013, 3:30 PM  Page 2 of 4 

   

 

Second Reading: Ordinance No. 2013-27  
Amend Chapter 1-6 Regarding Mayor and Council Compensation  
 

Motion to hold second reading on Ordinance 2013-27, AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND 
CHAPTER 1-6 ENTITLED PERSONNEL OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY 
OF GAINESVILLE, GEORGIA; TO ADD SECTION 1-6-4; ENTITLED COMPENSATION, 
EXPENSE ALLOWANCE AND REIMBURSEMENT PURSUANT TO SECTION 2.14. OF 
THE APRIL 11, 2013 CHARTER OF THE CITY OF GAINESVILLE, GEORGIA; TO REPEAL 
CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; TO PROVIDE FOR SEVERABILITY; TO PROVIDE FOR 
CODIFICATION; TO PROVIDE FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND FOR OTHER 
PURPOSES. 

 
City Manager Kip Padgett stated this ordinance reestablished compensation for the Mayor and 
Council in accordance with the new Charter. 
 
 Motion made by Council Member Bruner 
 Motion seconded by Council Member Figueras 
 Votes favoring the motion: Hamrick, Figueras, Bruner, Wangemann, Segars 
 
 
OTHER ISSUES: 
 
Council Member Curtis Segars expressed his appreciation to the Council and staff for providing 
him with an opportunity for service. He commented on his experience and stated the City’s 
financial stability was in the top two percent in the nation.   
 
 
OATH OF OFFICE:  
 
Judge Andrew Fuller administered the Oath of Office to George Wangemann, Council Member, 
Ward 4; Sam Couvillon, Council Member, Ward 1; and C. Danny Dunagan, Jr., Mayor.   
 
The oath read as follows: 
 

“I do solemnly swear that I will faithfully perform the duties of Mayor/Council Member of 
the City of Gainesville and that I will support and defend the Charter thereof as well as 
the Constitution and laws of the State of Georgia and of the United States of America; 
that I am not the holder of any unaccounted for public money due this State or any 
political subdivision or authority thereof; that I am not the holder of any office of trust 
under the government of the United States, any other state, or any foreign state which I 
by the laws of the State of Georgia am prohibited from holding; that I am otherwise 
qualified to hold said office according to the Constitution and laws of Georgia; that I have 
been a resident of [my Ward] and the City of Gainesville for the time required by the 
Constitution and laws of this State and by the Municipal Charter; and that I will perform 
the duties of my office in the best interest of the City of Gainesville to the best of my 
ability without fear, favor, affection, reward, or expectation thereof.”  

 
Mayor Elect Dunagan thanked his family and several people for their support.  He recognized 
his family, several elected officials and other dignitaries in attendance. He read the following 
prepared speech.   
 



City of Gainesville Called Council Meeting Minutes Gainesville Justice Center 
Friday, December 27, 2013, 3:30 PM  Page 3 of 4 

   

 

“I thank the citizens of Gainesville for the support given during my campaign.  It is truly 
my honor to serve this great City as its first elected Mayor. Candidates for the mayoral 
position were indicative of our diverse population.  During the campaign, several forums 
were held and I thank each group for sponsoring those forums.   
 
One issue that was of importance to many was one regarding the need to be included in 
the Gainesville community to have a voice.  To be a great city, Gainesville must be a just 
city.  We must appreciate the desire for inclusion, recognize potential and strive to 
provide opportunity for all to contribute to our community’s growth and well-being.  This 
Council has always had an open door policy and I want to stress to every citizen of the 
City of Gainesville that we are here to listen. 
 
Other topics of concern were jobs and growth.  The Council and staff partnering with the 
Chamber and Hall County will, as we have always done, work to promote and enact 
sound economic development strategies that will create jobs for our citizens.  The last 
couple of years have been economically challenging for all of us. But, the New Holland 
Market, anchored by the largest Kroger store in the State of Georgia, is set to open in 
early 2014.  Other retail establishments will be joining as tenants.  The revitalization of 
Lakeshore Mall brought Dick’s Sporting Goods and the remodeling of Belk’s.  Currently, 
the Gainesville Belk store is the #2 store in the State of Georgia.  Additionally, a new 
retail center on Dawsonville Highway has an opening planned for 2015.  These are just a 
few examples of new businesses and industry that have either expanded or are looking 
to do business in Gainesville-Hall County.  The economic future for our area is 
tremendous. 
 
In the past year, the Comprehensive Plan was completed.  This is a road map for how 
Gainesville will grow in the future as well as a traffic study that addresses solutions to 
both current and future traffic problems.  Some of the recommendations are fairly easy 
fixes but others are going to be expensive and controversial.  As I drive around 
Gainesville, I see more people walking on the sides or in the roadways.  In an effort to 
determine the cost of putting in sidewalks along the main roads and in and out of the 
city, I would like to ask Council and staff to revisit our sidewalk plan. 
 
In the coming year, I pray that by using information made available to this Council that 
we continue to the best of our abilities, to make decisions that will serve our community.   
 
The citizens of Gainesville are very fortunate to have a staff led by City Manager Kip 
Padgett who is dedicated to the task of maintaining our hometown as a city that we 
speak of with pride. To this Council, thank you for the dedication and sacrifices that you 
make to ensure that our city is a desirable place to live, work and play. 
 
We are poised for some dramatic changes over the next 25 years.  Estimates that we 
have seen of projected population increases our city from 36,000 today to some 160,000 
by the year 2040 may be exaggerated a bit; however, grow we will.  It is imperative that 
we come together with our sister cities and Hall County to plan for the future. 
 
I truly care deeply for this city and I want future generations of children and 
grandchildren to be as proud as we are to call Gainesville home. 
 
Thank you again to the citizens of Gainesville.  Together we will continue to keep our city 
a beautiful, progressive and safe place to live.” 
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In closing, Mayor Dunagan expressed his appreciation to Council Member Segars for his 
service to the community. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  4:02 PM 
 
DJ/ag 
 

 
________________________________ 
Robert L. Hamrick, Mayor Pro Tempore 
 
 
________________________________ 
Denise O. Jordan, City Clerk 

 


