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COUNCIL PRESENT:  Dunagan, Wangemann, Hamrick, Figueras, Bruner 
STAFF PRESENT:  Padgett, Sheppard, Palmour, Felts, Ligon, Jordan, Grayson 
   
 
Mayor Dunagan called the meeting to order. 
 
 
INVOCATION:   
 
John Simpson, Lanier Christian Church, delivered the invocation after which the Pledge of 
Allegiance was recited in unison.  
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
 
Charles Alvarez, asked if there was an update regarding at-large voting since the last meeting. 
 
Mayor Dunagan read the following statement on behalf of the Council: 
 

“The Georgia Association of Latino Elected Officials (GALEO) has alleged that the City’s at-
large voting system violates Section 2 of the Voting Rights Act by diluting the Latino vote. 
The City takes this challenge seriously.  
 
To insinuate that the City discriminates against anyone, or as stated in The Times that the 
City, “has an ugly history of discrimination” is hurtful and simply wrong. Our City has a 
reputation for being culturally inclusive – where we celebrate what makes us different and 
recognize what makes us the same. We are “One Community.” We work together, play 
together and attend school together. 
 
In previous litigation, United States District Court Judge William O’Kelley found that the City 
of Gainesville’s at-large system was not maintained for discriminatory purposes and no 
evidence of racial bias in the voting community was shown. In his order in the Johnson v. 
Hamrick case, he found that the overall evidence did not show racially polarized voting; that 
the City Council members are not racists; that the City Council Members are responsive and 
that many of them had been supported by minorities; and that the court was convinced that 
members of the City Council sincerely believe that the at-large election system is the best 
system for Gainesville. 
 
We recognize and appreciate the contributions that the Latino community has made to 
Gainesville so we think it’s important to further clarify why we believe the at-large voting 
system provides fair and equitable representation for all the city’s citizens. 
 
We believe in the at-large voting system, not because “it is what we have always done,” but 
we believe in the system because we feel it is right for Gainesville.  The at-large voting 
system requires that every member of the City Council is accountable to every single citizen 
in Gainesville. Instead of posturing for what is best for our district, we work together for what 
is best for the City of Gainesville.  We believe that the voter should have a voice in choosing 
all five candidates at the polls, just not one.   
 
In fact, our at-large voting system has already undergone review by the courts and twice by 
the Department of Justice in its review of the City’s new Charter and the City’s new ward 
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map. The Department of Justice did not impose any objections to changes nor to our 
existing system. 
 
Moreover, the courts have recognized that the principal benefit of the at-large system was 
the fact that in such a system every citizen of the city is a constituent of each Council 
Member.  Because every citizen can vote for every member, there is far less narrow-
mindedness than in a single member district system in which there is a tendency for 
representation to cater to the interest of their particular district at the expense of others.   
 
We have spent significant time considering GALEO’s allegations and we strongly disagree 
with its claims. To establish a violation of Section 2 of the Voting Rights Act, among the 
many things that must be proven, is that the citizen voting age population of the minority 
group is sufficiently large and geographically compact to constitute a majority in a single-
member district.  The City believes that, regardless of how much gerrymandering might be 
done, it is mathematically impossible to draw a district where 50% of the citizen voting age 
population of the district is Latino.  We have repeatedly asked GALEO to provide any 
information they have to prove otherwise.  To date, that information has not been 
forthcoming, and in lieu of data, we have repeatedly faced only unsupported assertions. 
 
We want the citizens of Gainesville to understand our position.  We are not turning a deaf 
ear to anyone’s concerns.  We believe that representation of all people is government’s 
primary responsibility and we take that responsibility seriously.  However, to overhaul our 
working electoral process based on the arguments of a few and without any evidence to 
support a change is not the right thing for Gainesville.” 

 
 
PRESENTATIONS: 
 
Georgia Association of Water Professionals Awards 
Pam Burnett, Deputy Executive Director of Georgia Association of Water Professionals 
(GAWP), shared information about GAWP noting they have a robust award program. She 
presented six awards to the Public Utilities Department noting the department is a shining star 
throughout the state. The following awards were presented. 
 

1. The Public Education Award was presented to Brian Wiley, Jennifer Flowers, Tyler Sims 
and Corey Jones. 

2. The Platinum Award for Riverside and Lakeside Water Treatment Plant was presented 
to Bill Wilson, Scott Benefield and Stephen Douglas.  

3. The William D. Hatfield Award was presented to Michael West. 
4. The Silver Award for Outstanding Operation of the Wastewater Collection System was 

presented to Joey Leverette. 
5. The Industrial Pollution Prevention/Waste Minimization Award was presented to Jimmy 

Duncan and Greg Baldwin from the Harris Products Group. 
6. The Industrial Indirect Wastewater Discharger-Biological Pretreatment Award was 

presented to Alex Sullivan and David Stevens from Fieldale Farms Further Processing. 
 
It was noted that Danny Ingram would be the President of GAWP for the 2014 – 2015 year. 
 
Council and Public Utilities Director Kelly Randall expressed appreciation to the staff. 
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Meritorious Service Award (presented to Officer Joel Carter) 
Police Chief Brian Kelly provided background on the call for service that was answered. The 
award was presented for the lifesaving actions of Officer Joel Carter on May 16, 2013 at St. 
Michael’s Catholic Church. Chief Kelly pinned Officer Carter and presented him with a plaque 
for the action that was taken. 
 
Council extended words of appreciation. 
 
Officer Carter stated the award was for the department indicating he could not have done his job 
without their support. 
 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
Resolutions: 
A. BR-2013-30     Records Retention Schedule Update 
B. PR-2013-18     U.S. Department of Justice – Byrne Justice Assistance Grant Application  
                              2013  
 

Motion to adopt the resolutions as presented. 
 
 Motion made by Council Member Hamrick 
 Motion seconded by Council Member Figueras 
 Votes favoring the motion: Dunagan, Wangemann, Hamrick, Figueras, Bruner 
 
 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSE APPLICATION: 

  
AJ’s Food Fun & Friends, 322 Spring Street 
New application for consumption on the premises of beer, wine and liquor 
(Tabled from the May 21, 2013 Council Meeting) 
 

Motion to remove the application from the table. 
 
 Motion made by Council Member Figueras 
 Motion seconded by Council Member Bruner 
 Votes favoring the motion: Dunagan, Wangemann, Hamrick, Figueras, Bruner 
 
 

Motion to approve the application as presented. 
 
 Motion made by Council Member Bruner 
 Motion seconded by Council Member Figueras 
 Votes favoring the motion: Dunagan, Wangemann, Hamrick, Figueras, Bruner 
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GENERAL LEGISLATION: 
 
Second Reading: Ordinance No. 2013-08 
Amend Title 10 Entitled Schedule of Fees as it pertains to Water and Sewer 
 

Motion to hold second reading on Ordinance 2013-08, AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND 
TITLE 10, ENTITLED “SCHEDULE OF FEES” OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE 
CITY OF GAINESVILLE, GEORGIA; TO AMEND SECTION 10-1-17(a) TO REVISE 
MONTHLY SANITARY SEWER SERVICE FEES FOR ALL CLASSES OF USERS; TO 
AMEND SECTION 10-1-41 TO REVISE WATER SERVICE FEES FOR ALL CLASSES OF 
USERS; TO AMEND SECTION 10-1-45 TO REVISE RATE SCHEDULE FOR WATER 
SERVICE FOR FIRE PROTECTION PURPOSES; TO PROVIDE FOR AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 

 
 Motion made by Council Member Figueras 
 Motion seconded by Council Member Hamrick 
 Votes favoring the motion: Dunagan, Wangemann, Hamrick, Figueras, Bruner 
 
 
Second Reading:  Ordinance No. 2013-09 
FY2014 Ad Valorem Tax Rate for the Gainesville Board of Education 
 

Motion to hold second reading on Ordinance 2013-09, AN ORDINANCE OF THE 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GAINESVILLE, GEORGIA, TO FIX THE AD 
VALOREM TAX RATE FOR THE GAINESVILLE BOARD OF EDUCATION FOR THE 
FISCAL YEAR 2014; AND OTHER PURPOSES. 

 
 Motion made by Council Member Bruner 
 Motion seconded by Council Member Wangemann 
 Votes favoring the motion: Dunagan, Wangemann, Hamrick, Figueras, Bruner 
 
 
REPORT: 
 
Community Development, Planning Division 
Action taken by the Gainesville Planning and Appeals Board on June 11, 2013 and new items to 
be referred to the Planning and Appeals Board. 
 
Community Development Director Rusty Ligon stated there was one item to refer to the July 2nd 
City Council Meeting, i.e., the annexation of 115 unincorporated county islands, and four items 
to refer to the July 9th Planning and Appeals Board Meeting which included two annexations, 
one zoning amendment and one road action request.  The report was noted as follows: 
 
This report contains (A) action taken by the Planning and Appeals Board during their public 
hearing held on June 11, 2013, and (B) all new items, including variance requests, received by 
Planning Division staff to be referred by City Council to the Planning and Appeals Board for 
consideration during the public hearing to be held on July 9, 2013. 
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A. Planning and Appeals Board Actions for 06/11/13: 
 

1) Conditional approval of the request from Life Point Church to vary the height and 
illumination requirements to allow a freestanding sign with an electronic message board 
on a 16.4± acres tract located on the northeast side of Pine Valley Road, north of its 
intersection with White Sulphur Road (a/k/a 1537 Pine Valley Road), having a zoning 
classification of Residential-I-A (R-I-A). 
Ward Number: Two 
Tax Parcel Number(s): 09-121-000-008  
Request: Electronic message board sign 

 

B. New items to be referred to the Planning and Appeals Board for 07/09/13: 
  

1) Request from OK Lake Lanier, LLLP to annex a 76.05± acres tract located on the 
southwest and southeast corner of the intersection of Browns Bridge Road and 
Montgomery Drive (a/k/a 3121 Browns Bridge Road and 3110 Montgomery Drive) 
and to establish zoning as Planned Unit Development      (P-U-D). 
Ward Number: Four 
Tax Parcel Number(s): 08-021-002-007 and 008 
Request: Single-family residential subdivision 
 

2) Request from Robert Dimo to annex a 0.246± acre tract located northeast of the 
intersection of Browns Bridge Road and West End Avenue (a/k/a 489 and 507 West 
End Avenue, NW) and to establish zoning as General Business (G-B). 
Ward Number: Five 
Tax Parcel Number(s): 00-124-002-001(part) and 002(part) 
Request: Retail jewelry store  

 

3) Request from Curtis McGill to amend the existing Planned Unit Development (P-U-D) 
zoning on a 3.422± acres tract located south of the intersection of Enota Avenue and 
Yonah Avenue, and across from the intersection of Enota Avenue and Walker Street 
(a/k/a 1006 and 1012 Enota Avenue NE and 1271, 1285 and 1299 Yonah Avenue 
NE). 
Ward Number: Two 
Tax Parcel Number(s): 01-075-001-021, 021A, 022, 023 and 024 
Request: Assisted living facility 

 

4) Request from the City of Gainesville to rename a 1.3174± acres right-of-way known as 
Kids Way Drive to Gabriel Drive. 
Ward Number: Two 
Request:  Road name change 

 
Motion to accept the report as presented and to refer the new items to the Planning 
and Appeals Board. 

 
 Motion made by Council Member Figueras 
 Motion seconded by Council Member Bruner 
 Votes favoring the motion: Dunagan, Wangemann, Hamrick, Figueras, Bruner 
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OTHER BUSINESS: 
 
Georgia Municipal Association (GMA) Convention 
Council Member Bruner commented on Council’s plans to attend the GMA Convention later in 
the week.  
 
Council Member Figueras stated she was proud of the City’s participation in GMA and 
commented on a few activities where Gainesville is considered to be an active participant. 
 
Citizen Invitations 
Council Member Wangemann commented on his “door-knocking” efforts indicating he had 
knocked on 9,006 doors to invite citizens to the Council Meetings. 
 
Re-election for Ward 4 Seat 
Council Member Wangemann read the following letter: 
 

Dear Council Members: 
 
I am pleased to announce that I will be seeking re-election to the Gainesville City Council as 
a representative from Ward 4.  It has been my pleasure to serve the citizens of Gainesville 
as a Council Member since 1986. During this time, the City has achieved many 
accomplishments and remained financially sound. 
 
I realize that my past accomplishments do not secure my re-election to the City Council.  To 
be re-elected, I must prove to the citizens that I represent that I am the best candidate for 
the job.  As you all know, I have spent the last few years going door to door to meet the 
citizens of Gainesville, to invite them to participate in our local government, and to hear their 
concerns.  I truly enjoy meeting our residents, and outside of my church activities, it is one of 
my greatest pleasures. 
 
I am honored to serve as a Gainesville Council Member and it is my sincere wish to continue 
serving.  Therefore, I feel it is important I spend the next 6 months focused on my campaign.  
Outside of my campaign, I continue to need time to dedicate to my church, work and to my 
family.  To have time for all of these activities, I have decided to relinquish my title as Mayor 
Pro-Tem and request that the City Council elect another Council Member to serve in this 
role. 
 
My resignation as Mayor Pro-Tem is a decision to put the interest of the City of Gainesville 
first, above my own interests.  I am truly blessed to be a member of the Gainesville City 
Council and, with the help of the voters, look forward to continue serving the citizens of 
Gainesville for years to come. 
 
Very Truly Yours 
George Wangemann 
 

Cresswinds Subdivision 
Council Member Wangemann reported requests for a mini-citizens government academy at 
Cresswinds subdivision and expressed a desire to see this put into place in the near future. 
 
Washington Street Re-Paving 
Council Member Wangemann reported receiving multiple thank you’s for the repaving of 
Washington Street. He thanked staff for making the street a better and safer street.  
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Emergency Interim Successor 
Mayor Dunagan requested for City Clerk Denise Jordan to review the Emergency Interim 
Successor’s plan and provide Council with a report at the next Work Session. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  6:15 PM 
 
DJ/ag 
 

 
___________________________ 
C. Danny Dunagan, Mayor 
 
 
___________________________ 
Denise O. Jordan, City Clerk 

 


