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COUNCIL PRESENT:  Dunagan, Wangemann, Hamrick, Figueras, Bruner 
STAFF PRESENT:  Padgett, Sheppard, Palmour, Felts, Ligon, Jordan, Grayson 
 
 
Mayor Dunagan called the meeting to order. 
 
Council Member Wangemann delivered the invocation after which the Pledge of Allegiance was 
recited in unison.  
 
 
PRESENTATIONS: 
 
Celebrate Healthy North Georgia Awards 
Dr. David Westfall, accompanied by Anderson Flynn, commented on efforts to participate in 
public health. He recognized Legacy Link, Average Joe’s Bootcamp/Fitness, Healthy 
Beginnings Collaboration, MRI Direct Imaging, Boys and Girls Club, Georgia Mountains Food 
Bank and City of Gainesville. Dr. Westfall commented on an upcoming movie screening 
focusing on health care services. Grant funds were received to conduct the screening. 
 
American Cancer Society 
Rachel Joiner commented on Cancer Prevention Study – 3 (CPS-3) indicating Gainesville has 
been selected as a host site. She shared the purpose of the study and discussed the eligibility 
criteria for participating in the study. They’re looking to obtain 3,000 participants. The enrollment 
period is April 23-24, 2013.  
 
 
CITIZEN’S ISSUES: 
 
Rachel Bembry, 1063 Lakeshore Drive, requested that Council reconsider the approval of the 
America’s Home Place rezoning request. It’s not too late to reconsider and protect the 
neighborhood from the negative impacts of having the development so close to the homes. She 
commented on enduring two to three years of construction before any protection was in place.  
 
Bill Williams, 1151 Lakeshore Drive, stated during the last meeting a big box shopping center 
was approved. During the meeting, Keith Brown (America’s Home Place) commented on 
planting more trees after the development was completed if necessary. He commented on 
Council Member Wangemann’s desire for accountability and asked about reassurances for 
accountability of the promises that have been offered.  
 
Mike Proulx, 1260 Lakeshore Circle, expressed a concern about the Detention Pond for the 
America’s Home Place application. He presented photographs of the detention pond behind 
Buffalo Wings along the Beechwood Development. He felt the photos showed the ponds don’t 
drain quickly. His concern pertained to the breeding of mosquitos. He asked Council to 
investigate this and other detention ponds throughout the City. He also asked about mosquito 
abatement and other preventative measures. He felt this was a potential crisis that could 
become a county/regional issue. He asked for proactive efforts and echoed Ms. Bembry’s 
request. 
 
Mayor Dunagan asked about accountability and about the maintenance schedules for detention 
ponds.  
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Community Development Director Rusty Ligon stated his job was to enforce the zoning 
conditions.  
 
Public Works Director David Dockery commented on the maintenance of detention ponds 
indicating a copy of the maintenance agreement is submitted by the property owner which 
establishes the long-term commitment. He stated staff reviewed the plans for the development 
and indicated the ponds approved for the Buffalo Wings are extended detention ponds and are 
not designed to drain immediately after rainfall. 
 
Council Member Bruner asked if staff could check on the Center for Disease Control (CDC) 
requirements for mosquito abatement.  
 
Upon inquiry from Council Member Hamrick, Mr. Dockery commented on the inspection 
schedule of once every five years after completion.  
 
Council Member Figueras asked that the developers police themselves to make sure the ponds 
are working the way they are supposed to work.  
 
Council Member Wangemann encouraged citizens to call him or staff to report any problems. 
 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
Alcoholic Beverage License Applications: 
A. Carlaken Wholesale, 520 Industrial Drive, Ste B-4 

New application for the wholesale of beer. 
B. Freddy’s Food Mart, 1296 Dawsonville Highway. 

New application for the package sale of wine. 
A. Lakeshore Texaco Mart, 272 Dawsonville Highway 

New application for the package sale of beer and wine. 
 

Motion to approve the applications as presented. 
 
 Motion made by Council Member Figueras 
 Motion seconded by Council Member Bruner 
 Votes favoring the motion: Dunagan, Wangemann, Hamrick, Figueras, Bruner 
 
Resolutions: 
A. AR-2013-08  Regarding Second Quarter Budget Adjustment for Fiscal Year 2013 
B. BR-2013-11  Declaration of Surplus Property 
C. PR-2013-03  FY2013 Water Main Improvements - Design and Bidding Services 
D. PR-2013-04  Governor’s Office of Highway Safety Intoxilyzer 9000 Grant 
E. PR-2013-05  Governor’s Office of Highway Safety Small Grant FY14 
 

Motion to adopt the resolutions as presented. 
 
 Motion made by Council Member Hamrick 
 Motion seconded by Council Member Figueras 
 Votes favoring the motion: Dunagan, Wangemann, Hamrick, Figueras, Bruner 
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Minutes: March 5, 2013 Council Meeting 
 

Motion to approve the minutes accepting the edits as presented. 
 
 Motion made by Council Member Wangemann 
 Motion seconded by Council Member Bruner 
 Votes favoring the motion: Dunagan, Wangemann, Hamrick, Figueras, Bruner 
 
 
APPOINTMENTS: 
 
A. MPO-CAC 

o Ward 1 position currently held by Connie Propes 
o Ward 2 position currently held by Diane O’Kelly  
o Ward 3 position currently held by Emory Turner 
o Ward 4 position currently held by Berlinda Lipscomb 
o Ward 5 position currently held by Mary Jardine 

 
Motion to reappoint Connie Propes, Diane O’Kelly, Emory Turner, Berlinda Lipscomb, 
and Mary Jardine to serve another term on the MPO-Citizen’s Advisory Committee. 

 
 Motion made by Council Member Bruner 
 Motion seconded by Council Member Figueras 
 Votes favoring the motion: Dunagan, Wangemann, Hamrick, Figueras, Bruner 
 
 
RESOLUTION: 
 
BR-2013-12  Establishment and Appointment of a Transportation Focus Group  
City Manager Kip Padgett reviewed the proposed resolution noting it established a focus group 
for the transportation plan update. It would begin upon Council’s appointment and end upon the 
adoption of the Metropolitan Planning Organization’s Planning Boards Transportation Plan.  Ten 
members (two from each ward) were to be appointed.  The appointees named in the resolution 
were as follows: Faron Thompson, Curtis Segars, Stan Appleton, Kris Nordholz, Emory Turner, 
Jerry Castleberry, Amanda McClure, John Snyder, Jan Payne and Harrison Bartlett. The 
resolution also named Council Member Hamrick as an Ex-Officio Member. 
 

Motion to approve resolution BR-2013-12 as presented. 
 
 Motion made by Council Member Figueras 
 Motion seconded by Council Member Bruner 
 Votes favoring the motion: Dunagan, Wangemann, Hamrick, Figueras, Bruner 
 
 
ANNEXATION / ZONING 
 
Second Reading: Ordinance No. 2013-03 
Rezone 25.11± Acres at 0 and 1198 Dawsonville Highway; 1162 Lakeshore Circle; and 
1232 Ahaluna Drive 
 

Motion to hold second reading on Ordinance 2013-03, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 
THE ZONING MAP OF THE CITY OF GAINESVILLE, GEORGIA, BY CHANGING THE 
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ZONING ON A 25.11± ACRES PARCEL LOCATED ON THE EAST SIDE OF 
DAWSONVILLE HIGHWAY ACROSS FROM BEECHWOOD AVENUE, HAVING ROAD 
FRONTAGE ALONG AHALUNA DRIVE AND LAKESHORE CIRCLE (A/K/A 0 AND 1198 
DAWSONVILLE HIGHWAY; 1162 LAKESHORE CIRCLE; AND 1232 AHALUNA DRIVE) 
FROM RESIDENTIAL-I (R-I), RESIDENTIAL-II (R-II) AND OFFICE AND INSTITUTIONAL 
(O-I) TO GENERAL BUSINESS, WITH CONDITIONS (G-B-c); REPEALING CONFLICTING 
ORDINANCES; TO PROVIDE FOR SEVERABILITY; TO PROVIDE FOR AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. (Amendment to Zoning Map) 

 
 Motion made by Council Member Figueras 
 Motion seconded by Council Member Wangemann 
  
DISCUSSION: 
 
Council Member Hamrick expressed concerns about the inspection schedule for detention 
ponds. 
 
City Manager Kip Padgett provided some clarification as to how often inspections occur. He 
stated he would work with staff to establish a better inspection plan. Mr. Dockery provided 
additional clarification about the current inspection practices. 
 
 Votes favoring the motion: Dunagan, Wangemann, Hamrick, Figueras, Bruner 
 
 
PUBLIC HEARING: 
 
Community Development Item: 
 
Transmittal of the Annual Update to the Capital Improvement Element (CIE) 
City Attorney Palmour reviewed the public hearing process and confirmed the appropriate 
advertisement had been published.  
 
Special Projects Manager Jessica Tullar stated the resolution authorized the transmittal of the 
draft update of the Capital Improvement Element (CIE) to the Georgia Mountains Regional 
Commission.  The document serves as the annual report for the Impact Fee Program. 
 
City Attorney Palmour opened the floor for comments.  There being none, the hearing was 
closed and the matter was returned to Council for a decision. 
 

Motion to adopt Resolution BR-2013-13 entitled Transmittal of the Annual Update to 
the CIE as presented. 

 
Motion made by Council Member Bruner 
Motion seconded by Council Member Hamrick 
Votes favoring the motion: Dunagan, Wangemann, Hamrick, Figueras, Bruner 
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REPORT: 
 
Community Development, Planning Division 
Action taken by the Gainesville Planning and Appeals Board on March 12, 2013 and new items 
to be referred to the Planning and Appeals Board. 
 
Community Development Director Rusty Ligon stated there were two items to refer to the April 
2nd City Council Meeting including a rezoning request and a road abandonment request. There 
were two items to refer to the April 9th Planning and Appeals Board Meeting including a variance 
request and rezoning request.  
 
This report contains (A) action taken by the Planning and Appeals Board during their public 
hearing held on March 12, 2013, and (B) all new items, including variance requests, received 
by Planning Division staff to be referred by City Council to the Planning and Appeals Board for 
consideration during the public hearing to be held on April 9, 2013: 

 

A. Planning and Appeals Board Actions for 03/12/13: 
 

1) Recommended conditional approval of the request from Ketan / Gopalji Patel to 
rezone a 1.26± acres tract located on the east side of Park Hill Drive, north of Lakeview 
Drive  (a/k/a 1572, 1582 and 1586 Park Hill Drive NE) from Residential-II (R-II) and 
Office and Institutional (O-I) to General Business     (G-B).  
Ward Number: Two  
Tax Parcel Number(s): 01-080-001-008, 009 and 010  
Request: Professional office and commercial uses 
 

2) Recommended approval of the request from Phil and Beth Sutton to abandon a 
0.1172± acre (173± linear feet) portion of unopened right-of-way known as Fern Street 
intersecting Queen City Parkway and Gordon Avenue having a zoning classification of 
General Business (G-B). 
Ward Number: Three 
Request: Abandonment of right-of-way 

 

B. New items to be referred to the Planning and Appeals Board for 04/09/13: 
  

1) Request from America’s Home Place, Inc. to vary the stream protection buffer 
requirement on a 25.11± acres property located on the east side of Dawsonville Highway 
across from Beechwood Boulevard, south of its intersection with Ahaluna Drive (a/k/a 0 
and 1198 Dawsonville Highway, 1232 Ahaluna Drive, 1162 Lakeshore Circle), having 
a zoning classification of General Business (G-B).  
Ward Number: One 
Tax Parcel Number(s): 01-114-001-002A; 01-115-001-006 (Part), 007B (Part) 
 and 055 (Part)  
Request: Future shopping center  
 

2) Request from Foote Miller Properties, LLC to rezone a 0.55± acre tract located on the 
northwest side of the intersection of McEver Road and Gould Road (a/k/a 2944 McEver 
Road) from Neighborhood Business (N-B) to General Business (G-B).  
Ward Number: Four  
Tax Parcel Number(s): 08-022-000-009  
Request: Automotive repair facility 
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Motion to accept the report as presented and refer the new items to the Planning and 
Appeals Board. 

 
Motion made by Council Member Figueras 

 Motion seconded by Council Member Bruner 
 Votes favoring the motion: Dunagan, Wangemann, Hamrick, Figueras, Bruner 
 
 
CITY ATTORNEY ISSUES: 
 
Business Resolution 2013-14 
Authorization to execute Intergovernmental Agreement Between City of Gainesville and 
Hall County for Transfer of Property at 117 Jesse Jewell Parkway and 430 Prior Street 
and to Execute a Lease Agreement for Property at 430 Prior Street 
City Attorney Palmour stated the proposed resolution was an intergovernmental agreement to 
transfer property and to execute a lease. The documents were reviewed by all involved parties 
including Hall County. They were previously discussed with the Council with two minor changes. 
The resolution authorized the City Manager to execute the agreement after the County agrees. 
 
Upon inquiry from Council Member Figueras, Assistant City Manager Angela Sheppard stated 
the two properties in question are the Joint Administration Building located at 117 Jesse Jewell 
Parkway which is now known as Henry Ward Way and the Community Service Center property 
located on Prior Street. 
 

Motion to adopt resolution BR-2013-14 entitled Authorization to execute 
Intergovernmental Agreement Between City of Gainesville and Hall County for 
Transfer of Property at 117 Jesse Jewell Parkway and 430 Prior Street and to Execute 
a Lease Agreement for Property at 430 Prior Street as presented. 

 
 Motion made by Council Member Hamrick 
 Motion seconded by Council Member Wangemann 
 Votes favoring the motion: Dunagan, Wangemann, Hamrick, Figueras, Bruner 
 
 
OTHER BUSINESS: 
 
Council Member Wangemann 
Asked two individuals to introduce themselves noting they were in attendance as a result of his 
invitations. 
 
Council Member Figueras  
1. Expressed appreciation to the Mayor and Commission Chairman for supporting the Meals 

on Wheels Program. There was emphasis on the need for more volunteers for this program. 
2. Commented on the ability to obtain assistance with income tax preparation at the 

Community Service Center. 
3. Encouraged everyone to read with individuals then commented on the Alliance for Literacy 

Fundraiser to be held on April 23rd at Brenau. 
4. Expressed appreciation to Chicopee Woods for starting their Pre-K Program. 
5. Announced Council Member Hamrick was the Honorary Chair at the Grady Young 

Foundation Banquet and expressed appreciation for his dedication to the community. 
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Commission on Accreditation for Law Enforcement Agencies (CALEA) Update 
Police Chief Brian Kelly commented on the Commission on Accreditation for Law Enforcement 
Agencies (CALEA) Reaccreditation Program and on the upcoming conference. He hoped the 
department would receive its seventh reaccreditation designation. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT:   6:31 PM 
 
DJ:ag 
 

___________________________ 
C. Danny Dunagan, Mayor 
 
 
___________________________ 
Denise O. Jordan, City Clerk 

 


