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COUNCIL PRESENT: Dunagan, Wangemann, Hamrick, Figueras, Bruner 
STAFF PRESENT: Padgett, Sheppard, Palmour, Jordan 
 
 
BUDGET PRESENTATIONS: 
 
Keep Hall Beautiful (KHB) 
Director Kelly Norman reported KHB made some changes to its budgeting process. They are 
asking for the same amount as last year. There was discussion about changes to the Chicken 
Festival in that KHB will partner with the Main Street Program to share the responsibilities and 
profits. 
  
Elachee Nature Science Center  
President/CEO Andrea Timpone distributed the annual report. She commented on the Center’s 
mission, i.e., education and conservation work. She discussed the three components of the 
capital campaign (preschool, renovations and conservation). 
 
 
CITIZENS ISSUE: 
 
Linda Finn, 327 Oakland Drive, Gainesville, stated she purchased a retirement home in 
Gainesville. She liked the community but felt the Police Department was very aggressive. She 
suggested creating a Citizens Advisory Board for the Police Department and provided Council 
with some information she compiled for their consideration. 
 
 
PUBLIC WORKS ISSUE: 
 
Update: Transportation Plan  
Public Works Director David Dockery stated there have been a few meetings regarding the 
Transportation Master Plan. Three community meetings were scheduled to obtain citizen 
involvement. The consultant has requested three opportunities to discuss the plan with the 
council. 
 
There was a desire to create a ten-member committee (two from each ward). The department 
had not received enough response to form said committee. After some discussion, Mr. Dockery 
stated he would revisit the public outreach efforts to form a public transportation committee.  
 
Mr. Dockery commented on the efforts to address potholes on state routes noting the 
Department of Transportation (DOT) was planning to address them but has delayed this work 
until the weather improves. It was also noted that DOT received some comments from the 
community that also encouraged them to delay the work. 
 
Upon inquiry from Council Member Bruner, there was discussion about work occurring on Mott 
Road. 
 
Council Member Wangemann commented on speed tables leading into Lenox Apartments. It 
was noted this was a private drive which is outside the city’s control. It was also noted that these 
speed tables were built before the city implemented a standard format. 
 
Council Member Figueras reported an issue with Nix Drive. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES ISSUES: 
 
Alcoholic Beverage License Application  

 El Ranchito Mexican Restaurant, 1830 Atlanta Hwy, Ste B 

 Golden Palace Restaurant, 2283 Thompson Bridge Rd. 
 
Senior Finance Technician Tracie Morris presented the two applications indicating both were in 
order. 
 
 Placed on the March 5, 2013 Council Meeting Consent Agenda 
 
Pawnshop License Applications  

 Gainesville Jewelry, 1020 Jesse Jewell Parkway 
 
City Marshal Debbie Jones reported this application was in order. 
 
 Placed on the March 5, 2013 Council Meeting Consent Agenda 
 
 
PUBLIC UTILITIES ISSUES: 
 
Project Resolution:  Cargill Sanitary Sewer Improvements - Phase I Award of Contract  
Civil Engineer Marcial Mosqueda shared the history on this project indicating a resolution was 
approved in 2012 authorizing staff to proceed with design and engineering work. Due to the cost 
of the project, the department has decided to complete the work in three phases. Today’s 
resolution addressed Phase I. Bids had been received and the resolution awarded the contract 
to the low bidder (Griffin Brothers, Inc.). The work included replacing a 12” pipe with a 24” pipe. 
The total cost shall not exceed $1,077,159.68 to be paid from the Public Utilities Capital 
Projects Fund and other sources. 
 
 Placed on the March 5, 2013 Council Meeting Consent Agenda 
 
 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT ISSUES: 
 
Public Hearing items for the March 5, 2013 Council Meeting  
Community Development Director Rusty Ligon and Planning Manager Matt Tate presented 
information regarding an application from America’s Home Place, Inc. to rezone 25.11+ acres at 
0 and 1198 Dawsonville Highway; 1162 Lakeshore Circle and 1232 Ahaluna Drive. It was stated 
that the conditions are probably the most restrictive of any zoning matter presented to the 
Council.  
 
Mr. Tate’s discussion focused primarily on conditions 2 and 3 of the proposed ordinance. It was 
noted that a request had been received to reduce the buffer from three rows to two rows of trees 
indicating the same results will be achieved over time. There’s also a request to reduce the 
height of the fence. The neighborhood opposed the proposal. 
 
Later in the meeting, there was some discussion about the public hearing process resulting in 
consensus that each side (those speaking in favor as well as those speaking in opposition) 
would have a total of thirty minutes to present information. 
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 Placed on the March 5, 2013 Council Meeting Agenda 
 
 
RECESS:  10:34 AM 
RECONVENE:  10:42 AM 
 
 
CITY MANAGER’S ISSUES: 
 
Citizen’s Government Academy (CGA) 
City Manager Padgett reminded Council that the CGA will begin Monday night. 
 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
 
City Manager Kip Padgett requested an Executive Session to discuss personnel matters. 
 
 Motion to close the Work Session to enter an Executive Session to discuss personnel   
 matters at 10:42 AM. 
 
  Motion made by Council Member Figueras 
  Motion seconded by Council Member Bruner  
  Votes favoring the motion: Dunagan, Wangemann, Hamrick, Figueras, Bruner 
 
 
COUNCIL PRESENT: Dunagan, Wangemann, Hamrick, Figueras, Bruner 
STAFF PRESENT: Padgett, Sheppard, Palmour, Jordan 
OTHERS: Judge Hammond Law, Municipal Court Solicitor John Breakfield 
 
 
 Motion to close the Executive Session to continue the Work Session at 11:07 AM. 
 
  Motion made by Council Member Bruner 
  Motion seconded by Council Member Wangemann  
  Votes favoring the motion: Dunagan, Wangemann, Hamrick, Figueras, Bruner 
 
 
OTHER BUSINESS: 
 
Island Annexation Arbitration Hearing 
City Manager Kip Padgett stated the Arbitration Hearing was scheduled for next week. The 
hearing is open to anyone that wants to attend. 
 
Water Differential Study 
City Manager Kip Padgett stated the Public Utilities Department is moving forward with its 
differential study on the basis of being committed to continuing business as usual. 
 
Voting Rights 
City Manager Kip Padgett commented on Voting Rights indicating Sandy Springs has opted out 
of the Voting Rights Preclearance Process. Alabama has filed a lawsuit claiming preclearance 
process is unconstitutional. The matter is before the Supreme Court. 
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Convention Center RFP 
Assistant City Manager Angela Sheppard provided an update on what has been done thus far 
and the preliminary plans for this process. She asked for Council’s thoughts/ideas about making 
the selection.  
 
Mayor Dunagan asked if representatives from City View should be included. After some 
discussion there was agreement that staff should be the ones reviewing the proposals as usual. 
 
City Attorney Palmour asked if an architect should be part of the process after which there was 
discussion indicating the project at hand doesn’t require spec plans and other architectural 
documents. 
 
 

COUNCIL ISSUES: 
 
Council Member Figueras 
1. Reported she had E-SPLOST information available for  review. 
2. Attended last week’s Housing Summit and was willing to share information from that event. 
3. Expressed disappointment with Hall County’s actions regarding Hall Area Transit. 
4. Announced the next Second Saturday Meeting would be held on March 9th at the Fair Street 

Neighborhood Center. She reviewed the agenda items to be addressed.  
 
Council Member Hamrick 
Commented on an article about teenage fatalities and its reference to an ordinance in Texas 
addressing uninsured drivers. He wondered if this was something the City should consider. 
 
 

CITY CLERK ISSUES: 
 
Appointments: Redevelopment Authority  
City Clerk Denise Jordan reported receiving nominations to fill positions held by Mike Whitmire, 
Kris Nordholz and Martha Randolph.  
 
 Placed on the March 5, 2013 Council Meeting Agenda 
 
Appointment: Deputy Solicitor  
City Clerk Denise Jordan reported the Deputy Solicitor position needed to be addressed.  
 
 Placed on the March 5, 2013 Council Meeting Agenda 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT:     11:40 AM 
 
 
/dj 


