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COUNCIL PRESENT: Bruner, Dunagan, Wangemann, Hamrick, Figueras 
STAFF PRESENT: Padgett, Palmour, Sheppard, Jordan 
 
 
Mayor Bruner called the meeting to order. 
 
 
PRESENTATIONS: 
 
Brenau College 
Students from the Brenau University’s Occupational Therapy Association attended the meeting 
to discuss their involvement in a community project to purchase a wheel chair lift for the Georgia 
Mountains Center. There was discussion about the fundraising effort. 
 
Council Member Hamrick suggested discussion with Communication and Tourism Director 
Catiel Felts to discuss the possibility of discussing this project on TV18. 
 
Parks & Recreation Budget 
Director of Parks and Recreation Melvin Cooper introduced Parks and Recreation Board 
Members Sam Richwine, Chris Romberg, Joe Biddy and Jennifer Puryear. Mr. Richwine stated 
65% of the agency’s budget comes from taxes. The remainder comes from fees/charges. The 
Board and staff worked very hard to design the proposed $4.1 million budget. He reviewed the 
goals and commented on the capital needs for the agency. Mr. Cooper used a power point 
presentation to discuss the budget. It was noted that the agency needed to use $336,070 of its 
fund balance to balance the budget. 
 
Upon inquiry from Council Member Hamrick, Mr. Cooper provided an update on negotiations 
with the Corp of Engineers regarding Holly Park. 
 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
 
City Manager Kip Padgett requested an Executive Session to discuss real estate matters. 
 
 
 Motion to close the Work Session at 9:37 AM to enter an Executive Session to 

discuss land acquisition. 
 
 Motion made by Council Member Dunagan 
 Motion seconded by Council Member Wangemann 
 Council Members voting in favor of the motion were Bruner, Dunagan, 

Wangemann, Figueras and Hamrick. 
 
 
COUNCIL PRESENT: Bruner, Dunagan, Wangemann, Hamrick, Figueras 
STAFF PRESENT: Padgett, Palmour, Sheppard, Jordan 
OTHERS PRESENT: Melvin Cooper, Michael Graham, Sam Richwine, Chris Romberg, Joe 

Biddy, Jennifer Puryear 
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 Motion to close the Executive Session at 9:55 to continue the Work Session. 
 
 Motion made by Council Member Dunagan 
 Motion seconded by Council Member Wangemann 
 Council Members voting in favor of the motion were Bruner, Dunagan, 

Wangemann, Figueras and Hamrick. 
 
 
NOTE: Mrs. Sheppard did not return to the meeting. 
 
 
PRESENTATIONS: 
 
Elachee Nature Science Center Budget 
Andrea Timpone and Frank Armstrong attended the meeting to provide an agency report. Ms. 
Timpone distributed the annual report and the center’s marketing brochure. 
 
Mr. Armstrong emphasized the importance of the Center. He commented on the management 
of the 1500 acre preserves and the need for funding to continue appropriate management.  
 
Council Member Hamrick asked if there was any interaction between Elachee and Smithgall 
Woods. 
 
Georgia Mountains Regional Commission Budget 
Danny Lewis and Becky Sievers attended the meeting to provide an agency report. Mr. Lewis 
commented on the per capita charge which is based upon 2009 Census population information. 
He stated they had administered 305 projects that required submission to the State. 
 
Upon inquiry from Council Member Dunagan, Mr. Lewis commented on involvement with 
Comprehensive Plans. 
 
Keep Hall Beautiful 
Cindy Reed attended the meeting to provide an agency report. She commented on the 
upcoming Chicken Festival (specifically mentioning the addition of the parade), community 
cleanup efforts, recycling events and the Litter Pickup Program. Ms. Reed stated she was 
working with the Gang Task Force in relation to the Graffiti Removal Program. 
 
Upon inquiry from Council Member Figueras, Ms. Reed provided details about the Master 
Beautification Project. 
 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES ISSUES: 
 
Appropriation Resolution:  Regarding Second Quarter Budget Adjustment For Fiscal 
Year 2011  
Financial Analyst Matt Hamby reviewed the budget adjustments that had not been heard by the 
Council.  
 
 Placed on the May 3, 2011 Council Meeting Consent Agenda 
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Appropriation Resolution:  Regarding Third Quarter Budget Adjustment For Fiscal Year 
2011  
Financial Analyst Matt Hamby reviewed budget adjustments that had not been heard by the 
Council. 
 
 Placed on the May 3, 2011 Council Meeting Consent Agenda 
 
 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT ISSUES: 
 
Project Resolution: Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Annual Action Plan   
Housing Program Manager Chris Davis distributed a draft version of the detailed Annual Action 
Plan. The funding and activities were noted as follows: 
 

Program Funding Sources 
 
 2011 Grant Allocation 364,302 
 Projected Program Income 30,000 
 
Total Funding  394,302 
 
Proposed Activities 
 
 Housing 
  Homeowner Rehab 185,000 
  Downpayment Assistance 30,000 
  Demolition Assistance 30,000 
    245,000 
 
 Public Services  54,645 
 
 Neighborhood Enhancement  29,657 
 
 Program Administration  65,000 
 
Total Expenditures  394,302 

 
 
Council Member Figueras commented on the $600 million cut in CDBG funding and the impact 
to the communities that have benefited from these funds. 
 
 Placed on the May 3, 2011 Council Meeting Consent Agenda 
 
Project Resolution:  Authorization to Apply for an Urban and Community Forestry Grant  
Special Projects Manager Jessica Tullar stated the proposed resolution would authorize the 
submittal of a second Urban and Community Forestry Grant. She shared how the grant would 
be used for tree inventory and assessment to assist with planning for the future. 
 
Upon inquiry from Council Member Figueras, Mrs. Tullar explained the value of having Certified 
Arborists on staff. 
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 Placed on the May 3, 2011 Council Meeting Consent Agenda 
 
 
CITY MANAGER’S ISSUES: 
 
Browns Bridge Road Sidewalks 
City Manager Kip Padgett stated some hotels along Browns Bridge Road requested sidewalks 
to assist patrons with safe access to their establishments. The Department of Transportation 
(DOT) will allow the sidewalks. The estimated cost to install a sidewalk from Longhorns to J&J 
was $100,000. DOT requires newly installed sidewalks to connect to an existing sidewalk and 
J&J was the closest connection. The sidewalks must also be built to comply with the Americans 
with Disabilities Act. Funding would come from the city’s existing sidewalk plan if Council 
desired to move forward.  
 
Council Member Dunagan suggested getting approval for a sidewalk in front of the restaurant 
only and asked that the restaurants assist with cost while the city provides the labor. 
 
Industrial Boulevard Paving Project 
City Manager Kip Padgett stated Hall County was preparing to pave Industrial Boulevard. The 
county was asking the city to pay approximately $50,000 to address the two sections within the 
city limits. The estimate had been reviewed and appeared to be in order. 
 
 Placed on the May 3, 2011 Council Meeting Agenda 
 
Citizen’s Government Academy Graduation 
City Manager Kip Padgett stated the Citizen’s Government Academy Graduation was scheduled 
for Monday, May 2nd. 
 
 
COUNCIL ISSUES: 
 
Council Member Figueras 
1. Commented on the importance of attending Georgia Municipal Association meetings. 
2. Asked if the Fulenwider Road Study meant the City was considering an Industrial Park in 

this location.  
3. Requested that Wilson Drive and Monroe Drive be considered for future Industrial Parks. 
4. Inquired about communication with the Housing Authority. 
5. Confirmed the City had been reimbursed for the Mulberry Creek Regional Sewer Facilities 

during which it was noted the City had not been reimbursed for Bellmont. 
6. Presented vacant property registration information from the Georgia Municipal Association 

to City Attorney for review. 
 
Council Member Hamrick 
Reported Tom Jones had complimented Gainesville for keeping clean streets as compared to 
the City of Marietta. 
 
Mayor Bruner 
1. Commented on the Sustainability Day Event at Featherbone Center. 
2. Commented on attendance at the Georgia Municipal Association Listening Session. 
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Council Member Dunagan 
Shared compliments from Richard Riley, a Citizen’s Government Academy participant, and 
shared Mr. Riley’s opinion that each session needed an additional 30 minutes to provide more 
staff time. 
 
 
RECESS:  11:45 AM 
RECONVENE:  11:50 AM 
 
 
CITY CLERK ISSUES: 
 
Sunday Alcohol Sales 
City Clerk Denise Jordan reported Senate Bill 10 allows local governments to authorize and 
regulate the sale of alcoholic beverages on Sundays. The bill has passed both the Senate and 
the House. It was awaiting the Governor’s signature. Council must adopt a resolution to call for 
an election to present a referendum question to the voters if there is a desire to make Sunday 
sales available. The referendum question must be submitted for preclearance by the 
Department of Justice. Mrs. Jordan stated this item was being presented today to obtain 
direction from Council so staff can be prepared to move forward as soon as possible if 
necessary noting stated there was an opportunity to place the question on the November ballot 
assuming preclearance is received early enough. Doing so would minimize the cost. 
 
 Consensus among Council to prepare a resolution to present the referendum question to 

voters 
 
Electronic Filing of Disclosure Reports No Longer Required 
Upon inquiry, City Clerk Denise Jordan confirmed Governor Deal signed a bill that makes 
electronic filings with the Georgia Government Transparency and Campaign Finance 
Commission (formerly the State Ethics Commission) optional instead of mandatory. This led to a 
brief discussion indicating some Council Members had not received PIN numbers. Mrs. Jordan 
stated the Commission was probably still working to address the recent changes in legislation. 
Council should continue to contact the Commission until the PIN number was received. 
 
Salvation Army 
City Clerk Denise Jordan reported she had spoken with Lt. Cunningham regarding a recent 
request to serve city employees from their canteen. May 12th was the preferred date and the old 
Belk Lot was the preferred location. Lt. Cunningham also requested a proclamation 
acknowledging Salvation Army Week. Efforts were underway to work with several staff 
members to finalize the details. 
 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
 
City Manager Kip Padgett requested an Executive Session to discuss potential litigation and 
personnel matters. 
 
 Motion to close the Work Session at 11:50 AM to enter an Executive Session to 

discuss personnel, potential litigation, tax matters to remain confidential and real 
estate. 
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  Motion made by Council Member Dunagan 
  Motion seconded by Council Member Wangemann 
 Council Members voting in favor of the motion were Bruner, Dunagan, 

Wangemann, Figueras and Hamrick. 
 
 
COUNCIL PRESENT: Bruner, Dunagan, Wangemann, Hamrick, Figueras 
STAFF PRESENT: Padgett, Palmour 
 
Melody Marlowe attended the Executive Session from 11:50 AM to 12:20 PM. 
 
 
 Motion to close the Executive Session at 12:57 PM to continue the Work Session. 
 
  Motion made by Council Member Wangemann 
  Motion seconded by Council Member Figueras 
 Council Members voting in favor of the motion were Bruner, Dunagan, 

Wangemann, Figueras and Hamrick. 
 
 
OTHER DISCUSSION: 
 
Merging City/County Services 
It was noted that discussion regarding comments from Hall County Commissioners about 
merging certain services with the City was causing some discernment. A letter was prepared 
and signed by all Council Members documenting the City was not interested in merging services 
with the County.  
 
 
ADJOURNMENT:   1:02 PM 
 
/dj 


