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The 5" Deadliest Tornado in American History

On Monday, April 6, 1936 at 8:27 AM, two tornados . ‘
struck downtown Gainesville. One bearing down on ~CAL =0 r; H?w ,@l \/ ‘Jfgﬁ%{f; LANLE L "4 =3l D T

the town from Dawsonville Highway and the other

from Atlanta Highway, the two funnel clouds
converged just west of the city and ripped through
the unsuspecting town's center. Two blocks from the
scuare, the tornado collapsed the multi-story
building that held the Cooper Pants Factory, killing
over seventy workers.

The combined ternadoes continued
to the square, destroying the Hall County Court
House, businesses, churches, and homes. Students at
Gainesville High School were spared with only a few
injuries from flying glass as the windows were blown
in. Some high school students had taken shelter ata
department store on the square while walking to
school. They were killed when the building

collapsed. The bell from the Courthouse was blown
through the residence of Dr. Hamm at the corner of
Green Street and Spring Street, destroying it (The
bell can now be found hanging outside of the Hall
County Court Annex on Spring Street). The two
funnel clouds separated east of town in front of the
Catholic Church, sparing it from devastation.

The death toll in Gainesville was officially 203,
though some accounts place it higher. Property
damage was in excess of thirteen million dollars,
More than 1,600 persons were injured and more than
750 homes were damaged or destroyed. The storm
that hit Gainesville on April 6, 1936 remains the fifth
deadliest tornado in U.S. history.
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President Franklin Roosevelt visited anl 7
to offer support, but local citizens were already
pitching in to rebuild stores,churches and
homes. He spoke to the residents from the
back of his train. In his remarks, he praised the
city for its monumental effort and promised
federal aid to help rebuild the city. The
tornado had destroyed lives and property, but
it had not touched the spirit of Gainesville.

When President Roosevelt returned to
Gainesville on March 23, 1938 to dedicate the
new Court House and City Hall, he found a
thriving and recovered community. A crowd
of over 20,000 people listened to Roosevelt as
he voiced his gratitude and, once again,
expressed his pride in the city’s triumphant
spirit. Roosevelt praised the local citizens,
saying, “You determined... to build a better
city. For this, you, the good people of
Gainesville, deserve all the praise.”
Roosevelt’s speech marked the end of the
city’s rehabilitation from the great tornado
disaster and served as a powerful symbol of
Gainesville's return to greatness.
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John Wesley Jacobs Jr.'s
account of the great tornado.
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